
 1 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONCEPT NOTE 
 

1st Eastern Africa Bioeconomy Conference 
21 - 22 October 2020 

 
 
 

Theme:  
Bioeconomy growth prospects for Eastern Africa” 

 

Partners and co-sponsors: 

East Africa Science and Technology Commission, Kigali, Rwanda 

Stockholm Environment Institute – Africa Centre, Nairobi, Kenya 

icipe/BioInnovate Africa, Nairobi, Kenya 

   African Technology Policy Studies, Nairobi, Kenya 

Scinnovent Center, Nairobi, Kenya  

Bio-Innovations (U) Ltd, Kampala, Uganda  

 

 

 

  



 2 

1 Introduction 
 
Eastern Africa is well endowed with biological resources, giving it a comparative advantage in 
developing an innovation-driven sustainable and inclusive bioeconomy. For the region, an innovation-
driven bioeconomy is seen as a viable pathway towards achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals 2030, and a significant contributor towards the African Union’s Agenda 2063 of a knowledge-
based, innovation-led African economy.  
 
The global need to address the climate emergency by reducing greenhouse gas emissions is an 
opportunity for the region to adopt sustainable and ecological production and consumption policies 
and practices. The region can avoid the pitfalls of a fossil-driven economy by adopting new 
bioeconomy models of growth and development. The East African Community (EAC), for example, 
has a vision of moving into an upper middle-income status by the year 2050. Bioeconomy is one 
of the means to diversify sources of growth through value addition to biological resources that will 
contribute to the region’s realization of its vision in an inclusive manner.   
 
In this regard, the countries1 of eastern Africa, with support from BioInnovate Africa Programme, are 
developing a regional innovation-driven bioeconomy strategy. The activity began in 2019, and has 
already motivated several countries, e.g. Ethiopia, Uganda and Tanzania, to begin developing their 
own national bioeconomy strategies. The regional strategy will enable countries to pull their resources 
to address shared regional priorities, while national strategies, will deal with highly contextual needs, 
and also be a vehicle for domesticating regionally agreed actions. The regional bioeconomy strategy 
focuses on increasing economic and social value of regionally traded bio-based goods and services, 
converting biowaste into useful material (thus promoting circular production), and connecting national, 
regional and global bio-based value chains.   
 

The East Africa Science and Technology Commission (EASTECO), together with its partners, will 
organize a regional bioeconomy conference, under the auspices of the BioInnovate Africa 
Programme. The theme of the conference is “Bioeconomy growth prospects for Eastern Africa)”. 
The dates of the conference are 21 – 22 October 2020; and will be held virtually via a video link.  

The Eastern Africa regional innovation-driven bioeconomy strategy will be launched at the 
conference, and stakeholders will be mobilized to support its implementation. Additionally, the 
conference will provide an opportunity for scientists, technologists and innovators from the academia, 
public and private sector to network and share their experiences of bioeconomy development in 
Africa, including appropriate enabling environment to foster its growth. The conference will showcase 
bioinnovations to attract new investment opportunities. 

2 Objectives  
 

The objectives of the conference are as follows:  

i. Discuss bioeconomy development in the Eastern African region. This will include discussing 
 

1 These countries are Burundi, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, South Sudan, Tanzania and Uganda. 
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the existing bioeconomy initiatives in Eastern Africa (enabling environment, promising 
BioInnovate Africa projects); sharing experiences from other regions; Eastern Africa 
Bioeconomy potential; advanced Bioeconomy Research and Development and sharing 
existing research 

 
ii. Discuss the implementation frameworks for implementing a regional bioeconomy strategy and 

national bioeconomy strategies and  how the countries will nationalise the Regional strategy 
 

iii. Provide on a platform for collaboration regional bioeconomy issues  focusing on; BioInnovate 
Africa programme; Bioeconomy Observatory  Knowledge Portal; BioInnovate Africa women 
network of Bio-entrepreneurs ; and establishing a bioeconomy Forum in the region 

3 Expected Outcomes  

The Conference aims to achieve the following outcomes: 

a. Increased momentum for adoption of bioeconomy as a sustainable development pathway for the 
region; 

b. Modalities for implementing regional and national strategies discussed and agreed 
c. Networks and linkages established for implementing bioeconomy strategies in the region.  

4 Structure 
 
The conference will be structured as follows: 
 
Session one: This session will be a high level  session presided over by a Minister responsible for 
science and technology in one of the Eastern African countries. The Eastern Africa regional 
innovation-driven bioeconomy strategy will be launched in this session, after a brief presentation of 
highlights of the strategy by the Executive Secretary of the EASTECO. This will be followed by a 
ministerial panel to give reflections on the strategy from both a national and regional perspective. 
 
Session two. This will be a brief session to recognize three winners of an Eastern African Bioscience 
Bootcamp that will be organised by BioInnovate Africa prior to the conference2.    
 
Session three: This will be a plenary session featuring key speakers as well as representatives from 
other regional economic blocs in Africa. Speakers will also be invited from the European Union 
Commission, South Africa, Germany and other selected countries with functional bioeconomy 
strategies. At least three speakers from the private sector will be invited.  
 
Session four: This will be a parallel session where scientific papers will be presented. Breakaway 
sessions will provide different perspectives around the theme of the conference from the academia, 
public sector and industry. The breakaway sessions will be formed based on selected 
abstracts/papers. 

 
2 The Hakathon will run as a separate event, and the three top winners will be announced at the conference. The 
Hakathon is fully supported by BioInnovate Africa. 
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Exhibitions to show case bioinnovations developed through BioInnovate Africa as well as 
bioinnovations by other actors will run throughout the conference. The exhibitions will emphasize the 
need to translate bio-based research findings into tradable goods and services.  

5 Participation 
 
Participation will be by invitation only. However, invitation to submit papers will open to the public in 
Eastern Africa and beyond.  In general, participants are expected to come from academia, 
government, private sector, and civil society. Efforts will be made to ensure at least 50% 
representation from the private sector. 
 
Scientific papers will be invited from the public and submitted through the EASTECO portal at 
https://bioeconomyconference.easteco.org/ by 15th August 2020.    
 
Sponsorship and Support 
The Conference will be partly funded by contributions from the co-organisers including BioInnovate 
Africa, EASTECO, SEI- Africa Centre, ATPS, Scinnovent Center, and Bio-Innovations (U) Ltd. 

6 Contact  
 
Request for information should be made to: 
 
Mr Muyambi Fortunate, Ag. Executive Secretary, East African Science and Technology 
Commission, 2nd Floor Telecom House, Kacyiru, Kigali, Rwanda, Tel +250-788-310402, E-mail: 
fmuyambi@eachq.org, website: www.easteco.org. 
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